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Paco Roca

This is a project from the Valencian Federation of Musical
Societies for schools. When you turn the page, you'll find a
fun story that contains the culture and values of our Musical
Societies. It's the only movement of its kind in the world; one
that's so big that we've created a collection of comics to tell
its stories. Here’s an example from that collection.
We hope you enjoy it.




AND SABINA, HOW'S SHE
HANDLING THE CHANGE?

THE TIME | USED TO
WASTE LOOKING FOR A
PARKING SPACE.

| NO WAY, MOM. |

— DON'T KNOW WHERE
ALL THIS STUFF
CAME FROM.

YOU CAN SAY THAT
AGAIN. WE PARKED

RIGHT OUTSIDE OUR
FRONT DOOR.

SHE CAN'T SEE HER OLD

FRIENDS, AND YOU KNOW
HOW HARD SHE FINDS IT TO
MAKE NEW ONES.

I'M NOT EVEN SURE WHY WE
BROUGHT HALF THESE /
THINGS.

= ’ 1 |
.- Ilnu—_na.. ‘\
WHEN SHE'S NOT AT
— SCHOOL, SHE SPENDS THE
DAY IN HER ROOM,
.
a | 0
s G COLD DRINK?
\ I DID YOU UNPACK = I'M MAKING LEMON
LT — EVERYTHING YET? SLUSHY
P 1 i
: ;
sk
e
T T
s | THOUGHT YOU'D BE OUT AND
- I ABOUT, SWIMMING IN THE
= IVER YOUR
OTHING, LISTENING RIVER WITH YOUR FRIENDS
GRANDPA? TO MUSIC.

MY FRIENDS

COME IN.
ARE IN THE

HOW'S IT GOING
THERE?

’-‘/ WELL, THE JOB I'VE BEEN ASSIGNED IN THE HEALTH
CENTRE IS REALLY GREAT. IT'S A BEAUTIFUL VILLAGE,

B

—7 AND VERY ST |
PEACEFUL.




£ DON'T YOU HAVE ANY FRIENDS HERE?

AT ABOUT YOUR CLASSMATES?

-m-'a—.
| DON'T LIKE
ANY OF THEM.

WHEN YOU GET LIKE THIS YOU REMIND
MY OF YOUR MOM WHEN SHE WAS A

TEENAGER.

BACK THEN THERE WEREN'T MANY
OPPORTUNITIES IN THE VILLAGE
AND MY PARENTS DECIDED TO

YOU KNOW | WAS BORN
IN A VILLAGE LIKE THIS

BUT | HAVE NOTHING IN
COMMON WITH THEM.

DO YOU STILL
PLAY THE
CLARINET?

[ WAS ABOUT YOUR AGE AND | AT HOME THERE WAS AN OLD
ALSO FELT SAD AND OUT OF RECORDER AND | STARTED
PRACTISING WITH IT.

PLACE.

AS MY FATHER COULD SEE |

LIKED IT, ONE DAY HE TOOK

ME TO A MUSIC SOCIETY IN
OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD.

NO. WELL.
HARDLY  JiX

DO YOU REMEMBER
ROBERT AND JAMES?

YOUR RETIRED FRIENDS
YOU HAVE LUNCH

A LONG TIME
AGO.




| MET THEM IN THE SOCIETY AND, AS YOU SEE, WERE
STILL GOING. | TRAVELLED A LOT WITH THE BAND.
AT THAT TIME IT WASN'T EASY TO LEAVE YOUR
PROVINCE, BUT WE TOURED HALF OF SPAIN.

WE DIDN'T JUST VISIT THE FALLAS FESTIVAL, BUT ALSO MOORS
AND CHRISTIANS, THE ST. JOHN'S NIGHT BONFIRES IN ALICANTE
AND THE MAGDALENA FESTIVAL IN CASTELLC, AND EASTER WEEK
IN ALMOST THE WHOLE OF SPAIN, WE DIDN'T MISS A SINGLE ONE!

| KNOW ALL THE
TRADITIONAL FESTIVALS!

LUNCH IS ON
THE TABLE!

—  ( comne' )

| WON HER
HEART WITH
MY MUSIC

YOUR GRANDMOTHER WHEN
PLAYING AT HER VILLAGE

CID | EVER TELL YOU THAT | MET B
FESTIVAL?

<
&

PROMISE ME YOU'LL
CONTINUE TO PLAY THE
CLARINET.

(

[ ALL RIGHT,
1 GraNDPA..

e}

BUT YOU HAVE TO TELL ME
YOUR FANTASY VERSION OF
HOW YOU MET GRANDMA.

L 1]

WHAT DO YOU MEAN FANTASY?
WHAT'S YOUR GRANDMOTHER

TOLD You?
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HEY,

LISTEN!

IS THAT CLARINET
YOURS?
=

Il
DO YOU KNOW HOW
. T0 PLAY IT OR WHAT?

HA HA HA! h
I'M SORRY. MY FRIENDS SAY I'M

VERY AGGRESSIVE
WHEN | SPEAK.

MY NAME'S
CAMILA, WHAT'S
YOURS?

|
E_. THE BAND. AND YOUD
— BE FANTASTIC.

DO YOU PLAY

( HE CLARINET?




DID YOU BRING WARM
CLOTHES? BECAUSE IT'S
FREEZING ONCE THE SUN GOES
DOWN HERE.

BUT THE AREA IS SO
BEAUTIFUL.

AND AS YOU ENJOY
WALKING YOU'LL LOVEIT.

YOU HAVEN'T BEEN
SHUT IN HERE SINCE
THE LAST TIME WE
SAW EACH OTHER

HA HA HA!
NOOO...

IHAVE TO

= PRACTICE

PRACTICE WHAT?

DIDN'T MUM

—

I'M IN THE VILLAGE BAND.
LIKE YOU.

ALEX PLAYS THE (M
PERCUSSION

¢

CAMILA S
THE TUBA MELISA

THE FLUTE

FELIPE THE
TROMBON

L=

AND THERE'S AN OLD GUY
LIKE YOU WHO IS AMAZING,
ON THE CELLO.

DID YOU JUST
CALL ME OLD?

£

HA A HA\V | CAUGHT IT OFF CAMLLA. SHE HAS
T00 FUNNY, ] ASTERGERS AND ALWAYS SAYS WHAT

SHE THINKS. YOU'LL MEET HER SOME
TIME, SHE'S MY BEST FRIEND.

AND DID YOU KNOW THAT ON N/ OF COURSE, IT'S




WE HAD A STREET PARADE AND WENT AROUND
PICKING UP THE NEW MEMBERS OF THE BAND.

w

BECAUSE SAINT CECILIA IS THE PATRON
SAINT OF ALL MUSICIANS.

THERE ARE 550
MUSIC SOCIETIES.
MORE THAN
THERE ARE

IN OUR REGION WE
HAVE MUSIC FROM
NORTH TO SOUTH,
\ INLAND AND ON THE
COAST.

AND THERE ARE SO MANY OF
Us:
40,000 MUSICIANS, 60,000 STUDENTS,
200,000 MEMBERS, OVER 1,000 BANDS,
200 ORCHESTRAS...

/I'VE LEARNED A LOT ABOUT
BANDS AND THE VALENCIAN
FEDERATION OF MUSICAL

SOCIETIES.

DO YOU WANT
ME TO TELL YOU
ABOUT IT?

MY TABLET

LISTEN, GRANDPA: WE'RE A
MOVEMENT THAT IS FOUND THROUGHOUT,
THE REGION OF VALENCIA,

THE MUSIC SOCIETIES AND
BANDS ARE THE MAIN
CULTURAL MOVEMENT IN
THE REGION OF VALENCIA.

MANY SOCIETIES
ARE 100 OR 200
YEARS OLD.

IT IS AN ARTISTIC, EDUCATIONAL
AND SOCIAL MOVEMENT, UNIQUE IN
THE WORLD

OUR EDUCATIONAL MODEL IS
A LEADING EXAMPLE BOTH
HERE AND ABROAD.

BECAUSE EACH SOCIETY
HAS ITS OWN SCHOOL.




OVER 5,000
TEACHERS

IN THE REGION OF VALENCIA WE HAVE OVER
HALF THE BANDS IN SPAIN!

AND THEY ARE NOT JUST MADE UP OF
MUSICIANS, BUT PEOPLE WITH PRINCIPLES

THE BAND IS THE FAMILY IN WHICH YOU
GROW AS A PERSON.

MUSICAL TALENT IS FOSTERED FROM A YOUNG
AGE. THAT'S WHY THERE ARE SO MANY
MUSICIANS FROM HERE IN THE BEST
INTERNATIONAL GROUPS,

AMATEURS AND PROFESSIONALS
SHARE THE SAME PASSION FOR
MUSIC AND WE SHARE IT WITH

SOCIETY.

BRAVO!

/AND YOU KNOW WHAT? THROUGH THE FEDERATION '\
WERE GOING TO TAKE PART IN THE INTERNATIONAL
WIND BAND CONTEST "CITY OF VALENCIA" AND THEN
WERE GOING TO THE NETHERLANDS.

/ WE'LL PLAY IN THE TWO
BIGGEST MUSIC BAND CONTESTS
IN THE WORLD. DID YOU KNOW
THAT THE VALENCIA CONTEST\ GOING TO HAVE A FIT!
IS OVER 130 YEARS OLD? WE
WILL BE PLAYING WITH BANDS
FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD.

CALM DOWN, YOURE

DO YOU WANT TO HEAR
WHAT I'M REHEARSING?

IT'S A PIECE | KNOW. IT'S A BEAUTIFUL
PIECE WE PLAYED IN MY BAND.
| KNOW IT BY HEART.

LET ME GO GET MY SAX IN THE CAR
AND WE CAN PLAY IT TOGETHER.

THAT WOULD BE

GREAT, GRANDPA.
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